26                                ETHNOGRAPHIC  SURVEY.

terferes, in short, with all the relations and events of life,
and with what precedes and follows, or what is supposed
to precede or follow life. It reigns supreme in the
innumerable classes and divisions of the Hindus, whether
they originate in family descent, in religious opinions, in
civil or sacred occupations, or in local residence, and it
professes to regulate all their interests, affairs and rela-
tionships. The authority of caste rests partly on written
laws, partly on legendary fables and narratives, partly on
the injunctions of instructors and priests, partly on custom
and usage and partly on the caprice and convenience of its
votaries.

24.    Such then is the domain of caste.    And though   the

domiciled   Hindus  of   Baluchis-
Caste in BalQchistan.                          .                        .

tan, having for generations lived

among Muhammadans, are very far from being so caste
ridden as this, they have not been able after all these years
of isolation to shake off its shackles altogether.

With the exception of the Brahmans, Atits, Sadhus and
fakirs of various orders and with the further exception of
the goldsmiths whose numbers are few, nearly all are
Aroras. They themselves are usually ignorant of the fact
and hardly recognise such nice distinctions as Kshatriya,
Arora and the rest. An aged Arora of Khajjak when ques-
tioned on the subject said he was a Kanrozai or descend-
ant of Kanra, but could not say what his real sub-caste
was, and added somewhat seriously " it is probable there
may be a record of our castes with the Brahmans at Har-
dwar, where our forefathers occasionally went to deposit
the bones of their dead in the sacred waters of the Ganges."
The profound ignorance of the people may be gathered
from another instance. Tala, son of Lahru, a Brahman,
when questioned could not say definitely what his caste
was, but after a while added he might be a Sarsut. He
had married a daughter of Lachman, a Brahman who
resides at Kahfcn in the Marl country, and Tain is as
jgnorant of Lachman's caste as of his own.